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ABSTRACT

Total synthesis of the proposed structure 2 for phomopsin Bwas achieved by using an intramolecular olefinmetathesis as a key step. The spectral
data, however, did not match with those of the natural product reported. Re-examination of the reported NMR data led to the structural revision of
phomopsin B to known dothiorelone A 18. The R configuration of dothiorelone A was determined by total synthesis through a cross-metathesis
with a chiral olefin 19.

In 2008, Lin et al. isolated novel aromatic polyketides
from the mangrove endophytic fungus, Phomopsis sp.
ZSU-H76 obtained from the South China Sea, and named
them phomopsins A and B.1 Their structures were eluci-

dated by spectroscopic methods, mainly by the 1D and 2D
NMR spectroscopic technique, to be 1 and 2 possessing an

oxonine or oxecine ring fused to resorcinol, respectively, as
shown in Figure 1. Although there are many macrocyclic
lactones such as zearalenone in nature,2 medium-sized
cyclic phenol ethers such as 1 and 2 were virtually
unknown.3 In connection with our studies on heterocyclic
natural products,4 the unique structure stimulated our
interest and the total synthesis was planned. Described
herein is the first total synthesis of phomopsin B that
dictates revision of the formula 2 to 18.
In the synthetic studyof thisuniquemolecule, construction

of theoxecineskeleton5fusedtoethylm-hydroxyphenylacetate

Figure 1. Structures of phomopsins A (1) and B (2).
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is the main problem throughout the synthetic course. We
planned to utilize an intramolecular olefin metathesis
reaction6 as a key step to build up the skeleton and designed
a synthetic strategy as shown in Scheme 1. Cleavage of
the 10-membered ring in the target molecule leads to the
tetrasubstituted benzene 3. Releasing the pentenyl group
and changing the oxidation level can revert 3 back to the
benzaldehyde derivative 4. This would be synthesized from
methyl benzoate derivative 57 through anO-protection and
selective reduction.These retrosynthetic analyses allowedus
toprepare a real structure 18of phomopsinBby exchanging
the O-alkyl group at the C-2 position of 5.

Synthesis of the proposed structure 2 began with selec-
tiveO-alkylationof 2,4-dihydroxybenzoic acidderivative5
(Scheme 2). Thus, 5 was initially treated with 1.0 equiv of
benzylalcohol in the presence of diisopropyl azodicarbox-
ylate (1.0 equiv)8 and triphenylphosphine (1.0 equiv) to
afford 4-O-benzyl derivative 6. Second O-alkylation into
the 2-position of 6was performed by using 3-buten-2-ol in
the presence of a large amount of Mitsunobu reagent to
provide 7 in good yield. For our purpose, a chain elonga-
tion at the unsaturated carbonyl group was required.
However, discrimination of the two carbonyl group in 7
by conventional methods was difficult. For example,
MnO2 or BaMnO4 oxidation of a diol obtained from
DIBALH reduction of 7 resulted in a mixture of a desired
hydroxy aldehyde, its cyclized hemiacetal, and the corre-
sponding lactone in a variety of ratios. Attempts to
prepare9 the corresponding homophthalic anhydride or
isocoumarin derivative from 7 and their use for the chain

elongation reaction also gaveunsatisfactory results. There-
fore, the saturated carbonyl was tentatively reduced and

the formyl group in the resulting unstable compound was
protected as dimethylacetal to give 8. This was trans-
formed into 4 via 9 through a reduction�oxidation pro-
cess. The chain elongation reaction from 4 was performed
by the action of a Grignard reagent prepared from 4-pen-
tenyl bromide to provide alcohol 10 in good yield. Jones
oxidation of 10 was accompanied by hydrolysis of the
dimethylacetal moiety, and upon ethylation the resulting
carboxylic acid led to ethyl ester 3. An intramolecular
olefin metathesis of 3 was affected by the action of a first
generation Grubbs catalyst (20 mol %) in dichloro-
methane under diluted conditions (4 mM) at rt to give
oxecine 1110 in 47% yield along with open-chain dimers
(21%).12 Although more diluted conditions were utilized,

Scheme 1

Scheme 2
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the yield of the desired product was not improved.13 The
use of a second generation Grubbs catalyst provided 11
and a cyclic dimer12 in 25 and 23% yield, respectively. The
structure of 11 was confirmed by NMR andMS analyses.
The oxecine 11 was hydrogenated over 10% Pd(OH)2
under a hydrogen atmosphere to give the proposed struc-
ture 2 in good yield.

As shown in Table 1S,14 1H and 13C NMR data of 2 did
not match with those of the natural product in the
literature.1 In particular, the splitting pattern of protons
adjacent to carbonyl carbons was quite different. Thus,
H-7 of natural phomopsin B was reported to be δ 2.84 as a
triplet (J=7.5Hz) whereas that of a synthetic sample was
observed at 2.59 and 2.88 ppm as dt (J=14.2 and 5.5 Hz)
and ddd (J = 14.2, 10.0, and 5.9 Hz), respectively. In
general, suchprotons on the ring of a simple cycloalkenone
with a chiral center did not seem to be equivalent, thus
resulting in a pair of complicated signals with different
chemical shifts in the 1HNMRspectra.Therefore, the data

of the natural product are likely to be those of an acyclic
compound. The singlet signal at 3.79 ppm derived from
H-14 of the natural product also reflects that the circum-
stance around the isolated methylene protons is equal,
suggesting the side chain including the ketone group is not
cyclic. Based on the results and the fact that phomopsin C1

with an acyclic chain was isolated from the same origin, we
estimated that the real structure of natural phomopsin B
may be phenol 18 with an acyclic chain. Although the
molecular formula of the natural product was determined
to be C18H24O5 by HR-EIMS at m/z 320.1613 (calcd
320.1618), the data would be explained by those of the
corresponding dehydration product. By using the CAS
database, we found that our proposed structure was a
known compound named dothiorelone A. Su et al.15,16

had isolated it17 from a similar mangrove endophytic
fungus, Dothiorella sp. HTF3 in 2004. Subsequently,
Lin et al. andLin,Wu, and Proksch et al. reported its isola-
tion from Phomopsis sp. ZSU-H7616�18 and Rhizophora
mucronata,17,19 respectively. Recently, this natural product
was also isolated from Cytospora sp. by Abreu et al.16,17,20

An exact comparison of the data, however, was impossible
since the NMR spectra of dothiorelone A were measured
in DMSO-d6 or acetone-d6. For confirmation of our
hypothesis, we synthesized 18 as follows (Scheme 3). The
phenol 5 was benzylated under the Mitsunobu conditions
to give12.9bAccording to themethoddescribed above, this
compound was transformed into aldehyde 14 via 13.
Reaction of 14 with pentenylmagnesium bromide gave
15, which was oxidized by a Jones reagent, affording 16
after esterfication. Cross metathesis of 16 with 3-buten-2-
ol in the presence of a second generation Grubbs catalyst
afforded 17 in good yield. Reductive debenzylation of 17
withPd(OH)2 in ethyl acetate gave18 in goodyield.The

1H
and 13CNMRdata in the several solvents reportedandMS
data of 18 were well matched with those of the natural
product cited in the literature.21 Therefore, the proposed
structure of phomopsin B was revised to be 18, showing
that phomopsin B is identical to dothiorelone A.22

Scheme 3
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In order to determine the absolute configuration of
dothiorelone A, a cross metathesis with chiral olefin 1923

was also performed, giving 20 (Scheme 4). Reduction of 20
under the same conditions that were used for 17 caused a
partial cleavage of an allylic benzyl ether moiety. Hence,
the double bond in 20 was initially reduced with diimide
and then the resulting compound underwent hydrogeno-
lysis, giving (S)-18 {[R]D

22þ3.4 (c=0.50,methanol)}. The
sign of its [R]D was opposite to those of the natural
phomopsin B1 and dothiorelone A {lit.19 [R]D �6 (c =
0.1, methanol)}. Therefore, the absolute configuration of
dothiorelone A was determined to be R.
Structural revision of phomopsin B then focused our

attention on the proposed structure of phomopsin A and
made us re-examine the 1H and 13C NMR data of the

natural product. We found that the methylene protons at
C-6 and C-14 in the 1HNMR spectra of 1 showed a triplet
at 2.85 ppm and singlet at δ 3.76, respectively, and
concluded that the structure of natural phomopsin A also
would not be the oxonine derivative reported but an ethyl
phenylacetate derivative carrying a long side chain with a
secondary alcohol. The compound was identified as
dothiorelone B15,18 by the CAS database. Taking into
account the origin and the spectral data, it is likely that
the structure of phomopsin A should be revised to be
dothiorelone B. The 13C NMR data of phomopsin A,1

however, are not completely identical to those of dothior-
elone B.15,18 We suggest that reinvestigation of the assign-
ments of dothiorelone B is necessary; see Supporting
Information.
In summary, we achieved the first total synthesis of the

proposed structure 2 for phomopsin B and ent-dothior-
elone A (S)-18, thus leading to the conclusion that pho-
mopsin B is identical to dothiolerone A. The R
configuration of natural dothiolerone A was determined
by chiral synthesis.
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